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April 13,2023
Honorable City Council:

RE:  Petition Number x2023-119 - Catholic Archdiocese, Request for the Temporary
closure of Cambridge Avenue, between Ohio and Cherrylawn, for a period of five (5)
years.

The above referenced petition has been investigated by the DPW- City Engineering Division.
This is our report.

The purpose of this request is to improve traffic management related to the U of D Jesuit High
School at 8400 South Cambridge Avenue. The proposal to close Cambridge Avenue was first
considered under petition x540 in 2015. The original petition requested the vacation of
Cambridge Avenue but was changed to a temporary closure during the utility review.
Petition x540 was approved by Your Honorable Body on June 16th, 2015, for a length of 5
years, to expire on June 1st, 2020. Upon approval, U-D Jesuit placed two concrete barriers
on Cambridge Avenue east of the alley approach. Also installed was a sign indicating “No
Thru Traffic”.

After the 5 year temporary closure period ended, U-D made no immediate effort to extend
the temporary closure or to request a permanent vacation of the street. After multiple
conversations with representatives of the school, as well as some of the residents, DPW
facilitated the physical removal the barriers from the road in January 2023.

On January 16, 2023, DPW received a new application from U-D, requesting to extend the
closure for another five (5) year period. This is the request that is before Your Honorable
Body for consideration.

DPW acknowledges that there is not 100% agreement between the neighborhood residents
on this closure request. Therefore, we have not made a recommendation as to whether it
should be approved or denied. We have however provided background information for Your
Honorable Body to take into consideration prior to voting on this request.

There are 59 occupied properties on Ohio and Cherrylawn streets, in the immediate blocks
north and south of Cambridge. A petition (attached) was generated and signed by 52
individuals. However, DPW could only verify that eleven (11) of these supporting signatures
were from adjacent property owners. The other 42 signatures did not match the owners on
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record. We are also aware of at least one (1) citizen who is on the record as being in strong
opposition to the closure.

Finally, for your consideration, it is DPW’s Traffic Engineering Division’s position that the
closure of this one block will have no major negative impact on traffic flow through the
community. All other impacted city departments and utilities have reported no objections to
the temporary closure, provided they always have rights of ingress and egress to their
facilities. Provisions protecting the rights of the utilities and the City are a part of this
resolution.

The Department of Public Works has prepared the attached resolution to be considered by
Your Honorable Body.

Respfétfully submitted,

Vo

Richard Doherty, B ity Engineer
City Engineering Division - DPW

Cc: Ron Brundidge, Director - DPW
Mayor’s Office - City Council Liaison



BY COUNCIL MEMBER

RESOLVED, The City Engineering Division — DPW is hereby authorized and directed to issue
permit for the temporary closure of the public right-of-way, further described as:

Cambridge Avenue, lying southerly of and adjacent to lot 548 and northerly of and adjacent
to lot 549 of “Chester Heights Subdivision” as recorded in Liber 42, Page 49 of Plats,
Wayne County Records.

PROVIDED, That the petitioner shall file with the Finance Department and/or City Engineering
Division — DPW an indemnity agreement in the form approved by the Law Department. The
agreement shall save and protect the City of Detroit from all claims, damages or expenses that may
arise by reason of the issuance of permits and the faithful or unfaithful performance by the
petitioner of the terms thereof. Further, the petitioner shall agree to pay all claims, damages or
expenses that may arise out of the maintenance of the temporary public street closing; and

PROVIDED, the property owned by the petitioner and adjoining the temporary public street
closing shall be subject to the proper zoning or regulated use (Board of Zoning Appels Grant) over
the total width and length of the street; and

PROVIDED, No building or other structures of any nature whatsoever shall be constructed on or
over the public right of way. The petitioner shall observe the rules and regulations of the City
Engineering Division — DPW. The City of Detroit retains all rights and interests in the temporary
closed public right of way. The City and all utility companies retain their rights to service, inspect,
maintain, repair, install, remove or replace utilities in the temporary closed public rights of way.
Further, the petitioner shall comply with all specific conditions imposed to ensure unimpeded 24
hour-per-day access to the City and utility companies; and

PROVIDED, This resolution does not permit the storage of materials, displays of merchandise or
signs within the temporary closed public rights of way. Further, the placement of materials,
merchandise, or signs on any adjacent temporary area is prohibited; and

PROVIDED, that if there is still a need for access from any of the abutting property owners to said
temporary closed street, access shall and must be maintained for those properties; and

PROVIDED, that at the expiration of the permit, all obstructions shall be removed at the
petitioner’s expense. The public property shall be restored to a condition satisfactory to the City
Engineering Division — DPW by the petitioner at the petitioner’s expense; and



PROVIDED, that this resolution is revocable at the will, whim, or caprice of the Detroit City
Council without cause. The petitioner waives the right to claim damages or compensation for
removal of encroachments. Further, the permittee acquires no implied or other privileges
hereunder not expressly stated herein. If this permit is continued for the five (5) year period, the
City Council may (Upon written request and if the circumstances justify accordingly) grant an
extension thereto; and

PROVIDED, that this permit shall not be assigned or transferred without the written approval of
the Detroit City Council; and further

PROVIDED, That the City Clerk shall within 30 days record a certified copy of this resolution
with the Wayne County Register of Deeds.
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19176 Ohio St
Detroit, Ml 48221

Dear Mr. Rhoades,

As a resident of District 2 and Bagley Community Council, | am respectfully asking Council
Member Calloway to assist me and the neighbors on Ohio St to open Cambridge St which has
been closed for over seven years. | called Council Member Calloway’s office but was advised to
speak to you about my concern. Since you were not in your office when | called, | am sending
an email and faxing an attachment.

In 2015, the University of Detroit Jesuit School started renovating its school. (Science/Stem
Center) Most of the construction work was done on Cherrylawn near Cambridge between
Cherrylawn and Ohio. Large trucks were used to deliver/haul away building materials. The
school got permission to close off part of Cambridge with two large concrete barriers. The
construction trucks were parked in this closed off section. Construction was completed in 2016,
yet the concrete barriers are still in place, thus blocking off thru traffic from Ohio and Cherrylawn
causing an inconvenience to neighborhood drivers.

Last year | spoke to Kim Tandy (District 2 Manager) about getting the barriers removed. She
investigated the matter and spoke with U of D, who replied that the school was in the process of
making the barriers permanent. What was supposed to be for the duration of the construction
project only, has become a hinderance to the neighbors who want to drive on Cambridge.

The original petition (# x540_2015) expired on June 1, 2020. U of D had an opportunity to ask
for an extention at that time but they did not. They have extended the expiration date by two
years because no one enforced the conditions of the petition from the city.

Furthermore, the petition reads in part, “The request (from U of D) is being made in order to
expand a parking lot and improve site security. The Traffic Engineering Division objected to the
permanent closure, however, they have no objection for a temporary closure.” | assume Traffic
Engineering thought there was a need to grant the temporary closure due to the construction at
the school. I'm not sure why they mentioned improving site security when the parking lot next to
the closure, is completely fenced in with a full time security guard in the lot. One the other side
of the enclosure across from the lot is a home owned by U of D. Why is there a need to have
the barrier to protect a guarded parking lot and residential home? It’s just uncessary and
alienates the rest of the community.

I hope that this email will be the spark that ignites the conversation and resolution of this
issue. | look forward to hearing from you soon.

Sincerely,
Alvin Bell
(313-861-3917)



PETITION TC DETROIT CITY COUNCIL AND CITY OF DETROIT :

We, the undersigned individuals signing this petition, reside on Ohio Street or Cherrylawn Street between
Outer Drive and W.7 Mile Road and fully support extension of the closure of Cambridge Street between
Ohio Street and Cherrylawn.

We understand that 100% of the property owners abutting Cambridge Street between Ohio Street and
Cherrylawn have petitioned the City of Detroit to extend the temporary closure of Cherrylawn,

Further we believe that 100% of the property owners abutting Cambridge Street between Ohio Street and
Cherrylawn support permanent closure of Cambridge Street between Cherrylawn and Chio Strest. itis
our understanding that 2 petition to permanently vacate requires 2/3 of adjacent owners in residential
areas, hence there should be consideration for permanent vacation.

We have read this petition and support permanent closure as the road was temporarily closed since 2015
and has benefited us as residents on both Ohio Street and Cherrylawn Street between 7 Mile and Quter
Drive. At a minimum we support extension to reinstate the temporary closure that was passed by the
Detroit City Council on June 16, 2015, Petition 540 Certified Resolution.
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Petition to close Cambridge between Ohio Street and Cherrylawn Street




PETITION TO DETROIT CITY COUNCIL AND CITY OF DETROIT

We, the undersigned individuals signing this petition, reside on Ohio Street or Cherrylawn Street between
Quter Drive and W.7 Mile Road and fully support extension of the closure of Cambridge Street between
(hio Street and Cherrylawn.

We understand that 100% of the property owners abutting Cambridge Street between Chio Street and
Charrylawn have petitioned the City of Detroit to extend the temporary closure of Cherrylawn.

Further we belfieve that 100% of the property owners abutting Cambridge Street between Ohio Street and
Cherrylawn support permanent closure of Cambridge Street between Cherrylawn and Ohio Street, Itis
our understanding that a petition to permanently vacate reguires 2/3 of adjacent owners in residential
areas, hence there should be consideration for permanent vacation,

We have read this petition and support permanent closure as the road was termnporarily closed since 2015
and has benefited us as residents on both Chio Street and Cherrylawn Street between 7 Mile and Outer
Drive. At a minimum we support extension to reinstate the temporary closure that was passed by the
Detroit City Council on June 16, 2015, Petition 540 Certified Resolution.
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PETITION TO DETROIT CITY COUNCIL AND CITY OF DETROIT

We, the undersigned individuals signing this petition, reside on Ohio Street or Cherrylawn Street between
Outer Drive and W.7 Mile Road and fully support extension of the closure of Cambridge Street between
Ohio Street and Cherrylawn.

We understand that 100% of the property owners abutting Cambridge Street between Chio Street and
Cherrylawn have petitioned the City of Detroit to extend the temporary closure of Cherrylawn,

Further we believe that 100% of the property owners abutting Cambridge Street between Chio Street and
Cherrylawn suppert permanent closure of Cambridge Street between Cherrylawn and Ohio Street. [tis
our understanding that a petition to permanently vacate requires 2/3 of adjacent owners in residential
areas, hence there should be consideration for permanent vacation.

We have read this petition and support permanent closure as the road was temporarily closed since 2015
and has benefited us as residents on both Ohio Street and Cherrylawn Street between 7 Mile and Outer
Drive. At a minimum we support extension to reinstate the temporary closure that was passed by the
Detroit City Council on June 16, 2015, Petition 540 Certified Resolution,
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PETITION TO DETROIT CITY COUNCIL AND CITY OF DETROIT

‘We, the undersigned individuals signing this petition, reside on Ohio Street or Cherrylawn Street between

Cuter Drive and W.7 Mile Road and fully support extension of the closure of Cambridge Street between
Ohia Street and Cherrylawn.

We understand that 100% of the property owners abutting Cambridge Street between Ohio Street and
Cherrylawn have petitioned the City of Detroit to extend the temporary closure of Cherrylawn.

Further we believe that 100% of the property owners abutting Cambridge Street between Ohio Street and
Cherrylawn support permanent closure of Cambridge Street between Cherrylawn and Ohio Street, Itis

our understanding that a petition to permanently vacate requires 2/3 of adjacent owners in residential
areas, hence there should be consideration for permanent vacation.

We have read this petition and support permanent closure as the road was temporarily ciosed since 2015
and has benefited us as residents on both Ohio Street and Cherrylawn Street between 7 Mile and Outer
Drive. At a minimum we support extension to reinstate the temporary closure that was passed by the
Detroit City Council on lune 16, 2015, Petition 540 Certified Resolution.

I | SIGNATURE
19346 Chic Pesm pacowa 1 4 AL
3 flont wire st n g B AT
19347 Ohic S - ) s / S 2
Pk ¢ 7 3 h
19352 Ohio Sherry .
< oA AN g
Yela iy y; > 3
19353 Ohio Nesnend |
Oy | i
19380 Chio Thetlo M :
Detnt$ )MM g
19361 Ohio : -
Hamony ‘ [Tranron  Oaia bt 31423
s 8a1th
19368 Ohio é\gw g Loes iy ok S
183720hic  Apaybeilfe . .
v Preah vy
P rempie TP 31423
193730hic Muchec, ) ftal fclorben -
Bwndevson | R
Page 4 of 6

Petition to close Cambridge between Ghio Street and Cherrylawn Straet




PETITION TO DETROIT CITY COUNCIL AND CITY OF DETROIT

We, the undersigned individuals signing this petition, reside on Ohio Street or Cherrylawn Street between
Outer Drive and W.7 Mile Road and fully support extension of the closure of Cambridge Street between
Ohio Street and Cherrylawn.

We understand that 100% of the property owners abutting Cambridge Street between Ohio Streef and
Cherrylawn have petitioned the City of Detroit to extend the temperary closure of Cherrylawn.

Further we believe that 100% of the property owners abutting Cambridge Street between Ohio Street and
Cherrylawn support permanent closure of Cambridge Street batween Cherrylawn and Ohio Street. Itis
our understanding that a petition to permanently vacate requires 2/3 of adjacent owners in residential
areas, hence there should be consideration for permanent vacation.

We have read this petition and support permanent closure as the road was temporarily closed since 2015
and has benefited us as residents on both Ohio Street and Cherrylawn Street between 7 Mile and Guter
Drive. At a minimum we support extension to reinstate the temporary closure that was passed by the
Detroit City Council on June 16, 2015, Petition 540 Certified Resolution.
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PETITION TO DETROIT CITY COUNCIL AND CITY OF DETROIT

We, the undersigned individuals signing this petition, reside on Ohio Street or Cherrylawn Street betwesn
Quter Drive and W.7 Mile Road and fully support extension of the closure of Cambridge Strest between
Ohio Street and Cherrylawn.

We understand that 100% of the property owners abutting Cambridge Street between Ohio Street and
Cherrylawn have petitioned the City of Detroit to extend the temporary closure of Cherrviawn.

Further we believe that 100% of the property owners abutting Cambridge Street between Ohio Street and
Cherrylawn support permanent closure of Cambridge Street between Cherrylawn and Chio Street. It is
our understanding that a petition to permanently vacate requires 2/3 of adjacent owners in residential
areas, hence there should be consideration for permanent vacation,

We have read this petition and support permanent closure as the road was temporarily closed since 2015
and has benefited us as residents on both Ohio Street and Cherrylawn Street between 7 Mile and Outer
Drive. At a minimum we support extension to reinstate the temporary closure that was passed by the
Detroit City Counci on June 18, 2015, Petition 540 Certified Resolution.
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