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November 14, 2025
HONORABLE CITY COUNCIL

RE: Request of Northern Sign Co. on behalf of Bedrock for PCA (Public Center Adjacent)
Special District Review of a proposed sign at 611 Woodward Avenue a.k.a. Chase
Tower. (RECOMMEND APPROVAL)

REQUEST

The City Planning Commission (CPC) has received a request from Northern Sign Co. on behalf
of Bedrock real estate company for PCA (Public Center Adjacent) Special District Review of a
proposed sign to be located at 611 Woodward Avenue. This request is being made consistent with
the provisions of Section 50-3-222 of the Detroit Zoning Ordinance which requires City Council
review and approval of design and exterior appearance of all development within the PCA district.
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Chase Tower — 611 Woodward Avenue with existing signage



PROPOSED PROJECT

Rocket Mortgage is undergoing a rebranding and would like to update an existing sign at 611
Woodward with their new name and logo. The proposed sign would replace an existing sign in the
same location on the Woodward / east facade. The existing sign is larger in area than the proposed
sign, but the proposed sign is taller than the existing sign.

The proposed sign would be constructed of halo lit channel letters mounted on a backer. It would
appear red during the day and white when illuminated at night. The overall size is proposed to be
6°-8” tall and 37°-3” wide for a total area of 248 square feet. The existing sign is 4’-8” tall and 60’
wide for a total area of 280 square feet.

The Historic District Commission has reviewed and approved the proposed sign as the building is
located in the Financial District Local Historic District. The Planning and Development
Department has also reviewed the proposal and recommends approval.
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Rendering of proposed sign

REVIEW & ANALYSIS — PCA District Review Criteria
There are eighteen PCA District Review Criteria listed in Section 50-11-97 of the Zoning
Ordinance. The relevant criteria follow with staff analysis in italics:

(2)  Scale, form, massing and density should be appropriate to the nature of the project and
relate well to surrounding development. The proposed sign is similar in size to the existing
sign and will fit well with surrounding development.

(11) Signage and graphics should be tastefully designed to be visually appealing and in
character with surrounding development; they should provide needed information,
direction and orientation in a clear and concise manner. The proposed sign is appropriate



in scale and color for the building. It will not cover any architectural features and will
be mounted in a way that the backer will not be visible.

Design

The Planning & Development Department has reviewed the proposed signage and recommends
approval. Their recommendation is attached.

CONCLUSION & RECOMMENDATION

Consistent with the above, the City Planning Commission recommends approval of the proposed
sign.

Respectfully submitted,

Marcell R. Todd, Jr., Director
Jamie J. Murphy, City Planner

Attachment: Drawing of proposed sign
PDD Recommendation
Resolution

cc: Alexa Bush, Director, PDD
Greg Moots, PDD
David Bell, Director, BSEED
Eric Johnson, BSEED
Conrad Mallett, Corporation Counsel
Daniel Arking, Law Department



November 14, 2025

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ALTERATIONS IN A PCA ZONING DISTRICT
AT 611 WOODWARD AVE.

BY COUNCIL MEMBER

WHEREAS, Northern Sign Co., on behalf of Bedrock, proposes a new sign at 611 Woodward
Avenue; and

WHEREAS, 611 Woodward Avenue is located within an established PCA (Public Center
Adjacent) zoning district; and

WHEREAS, work to be performed within a PCA zoning district requires Special District Review
and the purpose of the PCA zoning district classification is provided for in Section 50-11-81 of the
Zoning Ordinance as follows:

This district includes property in close proximity to the Public Center (PC) District, and
the controls specified in this division are designed to prevent any uses or structures within
the district from having a deleterious effect upon the public center. Uses in this district
shall include, to the maximum extent possible, ground-floor commercial space or other
space oriented to pedestrian traffic, to enhance the public streetscape and street-level
activity, and

WHEREAS, the Planning and Development Department and Historic District Commission have
provided favorable review; and

WHEREAS, the City Planning Commission (CPC) staff has, on behalf of the City Planning
Commission, reviewed and recommended approval of the proposed alterations in accordance
with Section 7.5 of the City Planning Commission bylaws;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Detroit City Council hereby approves the
proposed signage depicted in drawings by Stratus and dated 8/11/25, referenced in the CPC report,
with the following condition:

1. That final signage plans be reviewed by CPC staff for consistency with this approval
prior to issuance of applicable permit.
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