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HONORABLE CITY COUNCIL

RE: Request of Jones Sign on behalf of Cava restaurant for PCA (Public Center Adjacent)
Special District Review of two proposed signs located at 636 Woodward Avenue.
(RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF THE ATTACHED RESOLUTION)

REQUEST

The City Planning Commission (CPC) has received a request from Jones Sign on behalf of Cava
restaurant for PCA (Public Center Adjacent) Special District Review of two proposed signs at 636
Woodward Avenue. This request is being made consistent with the provisions of Section 50-3-222
of the Detroit Zoning Ordinance.

Subject property



PROPOSED PROJECT

636 Woodward Avenue is a ground-floor tenant space in a four-story office building on the east
side of Woodward Avenue between Congress Street and Cadillac Square. The building was
purchased by Bedrock in 2013 and renovated to house the Bedrock Headquarters in 2017. A
Chipotle restaurant occupies the other ground-floor retail space at the south side of the building.
A restaurant called Cava is proposed to occupy this space at 636 Woodward Avenue. A building
permit was issued for the interior build-out (with no exterior alterations) in February 2025.

Two new signs are proposed to be installed on the front (west) facade: one wall sign above the
door and one projecting sign toward the left (north) side of the space. The wall sign is proposed to
measure approximately two feet tall by six feet wide and to be constructed of internally illuminated
channel letters with black faces outlined in white; this will make it appear as a white neon sign
when lit. The projecting sign is proposed to be an approximately two foot diameter circle and
internally illuminated.

Both proposed signs meet the requirements of the sign ordinance (found in Chapter 4 of the City
Code) regarding sign type, number, area, illumination and location. The total amount of signage
on the building also conforms to the sign ordinance—the addition of these signs will bring the
total sign area to 53 square feet while 300 square feet is allowed.
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Proposed projecting sign

REVIEW & ANALYSIS — PCA District Review Criteria
There are eighteen PCA District Review Criteria listed in Section 50-11-97 of the Zoning
Ordinance. The relevant criteria follow with CPC staff analysis in italics:

(2)  Scale, form, massing and density should be appropriate to the nature of the project and
relate well to surrounding development. The proposed signs are appropriately scaled for
the building and are comparable in size to other nearby signs. They do not cover any
important architectural features.



(11) Signage and graphics should be tastefully designed to be visually appealing and in
character with surrounding development; they should provide needed information,
direction and orientation in a clear and concise manner. The proposed signs are
straightforward, easy to read, and don’t detract from the building. The signs convey
needed information to both vehicles and pedestrians.

DESIGN

The Planning & Development Department (PDD) has reviewed the proposed signage and
recommends approval. Their recommendation is attached. As this property is located in the
Financial District Local Historic District, the review and approval of the Historic District
Commission is required and has been obtained.

CONCLUSION & RECOMMENDATION
Consistent with the above and Section 7.5 of the CPC bylaws, the CPC staff recommends approval
of the proposed changes.

Respectfully submitted,

Al et R L ).

Marcell R. Todd, Jr., Director
Jamie J. Murphy, City Planner

Attachment: Drawings of proposed signs
PDD Recommendation
Resolution

cc: Dara O’Byrne, Deputy Director, PDD
Karen Gage, PDD
Greg Moots, PDD
David Bell, Director, BSEED
Eric Johnson, BSEED
Conrad Mallett, Corporation Counsel
Daniel Arking, Law Department



May 30, 2025

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ALTERATIONS IN A PCA ZONING DISTRICT
AT 636 WOODWARD AVE.

BY COUNCIL MEMBER

WHEREAS, Jones Sign on behalf of Cava restaurant proposes to install two signs at 636
Woodward Avenue; and

WHEREAS, 636 Woodward Avenue is located within an established PCA (Public Center
Adjacent) zoning district; and

WHEREAS, work to be performed within a PCA zoning district requires Special District
Review, and the purpose of the PCA zoning district classification is provided for in Section 50-
11-81 of the Zoning Ordinance as follows:

This district includes property in close proximity to the Public Center (PC) District, and
the controls specified in this division are designed to prevent any uses or structures within
the district from having a deleterious effect upon the public center. Uses in this district
shall include, to the maximum extent possible, ground-floor commercial space or other
space oriented to pedestrian traffic, to enhance the public streetscape and street-level
activity, and

WHEREAS, the Planning and Development Department and Historic District Commission have
provided favorable review; and

WHEREAS, the City Planning Commission staff has, on behalf of the City Planning
Commission, reviewed and recommended approval of the proposed alterations in accordance
with Section 7.5 of the City Planning Commission bylaws;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Detroit City Council hereby approves the
proposed signage depicted in drawings by Jones Sign and dated September 4, 2024, referenced in
the staff report, with the following condition:

1. That final signage plans be reviewed by CPC staff for consistency with approval prior to
the issuance of applicable permits.



N9IS SINOC ‘ubis ay) Jo 2oud aseyoind ay) |0 %Gz 01 dn Jo aINNIBLO) [IAID & SLIRD pue Mme| Ag UappIqio) sI 'NOIS SINOL
1991010l & Gum uoROUNIUOS Ul asn [Buossad ANOA 10} 513 -0U] 07 UBIS SBUOL AQ BUIMEIP PauSIiNdUN ‘[euIBC Ue $1 SIL

01205 108X 10 9215 108X0 BUIB SB POOISIAPUN 8 0} 10U 318 PUE 198100 JO UONABOUOD SIUBI 0} PATESNI BIE SUOISUSWIP PUE SAZIS Iy ‘SN Sured PUE S[eotew a08pNs o Alligeduwoo BUIKIEA 0] aNp SOUDIeW 198X0 BO1URIEND 10ULED A PAIYIDATS BJUM ‘SINd BUIPNIOU! ‘S10/00 YoIeL AIOSO[o O) JOABBPUD
Jo uoIsswIEd UsTuM SSaidXe SU INOLEIM AURdW0S 1310 AUE Aq 8UOP UBIS AUE U1 UBISSP SIL O SIUBLIAIS USIEs 3l 10 UBISSP SILA J0 351 UOIUSE AUE Ul paiiqILx@ 10 paidos ‘paonpoidas ‘pasn aq o1 I S1 10U ‘UONEZILEBI0 N0k Jo SPISING SUOALE 01 UMOUS 3 01 10U S1 1| NOIS SINOT Ad ok 10} pauueid b

NNYOOW 'Y “HOl

¥IHLO SINVAT 43 S3VS JS——
. ) EIY WAONGY ININD .
° w 9228y IN"LI0¥13d ONIIINIONT []  ¥0T00SWdINAD []  YHOMLYYYOL03A [ | JAVISNIO v w3Noisaa
JNNIAY QHYMAOOM 9€9 siNod [] 40700 INVd [] A3ndns a3 [ vaozvoso =0 | INVED m SIANO 1

L3ENNN 133HS VAYO awa TAOHEdY GHOTONYT QeERTTIOEE] S 6vEL6T #8or

W0m) =¥/ :3IVOS
JOVNOIS 03S0d0¥d - NOILYAT T3 HLHON

&OO.E aNNOoY9
0

Bkl
P

11440Ss ‘0’9

40014 ANZ 0’9
[+ TT- VT

NOILVA3Td HLYUON




01205 108X 10 0215 108X0 BUIB SB POOISIAPUN 8 0} 10U 318 PUE 19100 JO UONABOUOD SIURI O} PATESNI BIE SUOISUSWIP PUE SAZIS [y ‘PSN SUled PUE S[epotew a0epns Jo AIgiedwoo BUIKIEA 0} anp SOUOIeW 198x0 S01UBIEND 10UUED A\ PAIoATS B504m ‘SINd BUIPNIOU! ‘510/00 Uoteww [0S0l 01 JOREBPUS [IM NOIS SINOE “UBIS 8U) 40 801id aseUoINd BU JO 566 O) dn O BINNOLO} I € SaLLES PUE M| AQ USpPIIo) S| 'NOIS STNOE
Jo uoissiused uanLM Ssaidxe a1 NOIM 'AUBdW0S JBLA0 Aue Aq BUOP UBIS AUe Ur UBISEP SIL) JO SIUBLUBI SIS 3U) IO UBISSP SIY1 40 35N "UOILSE) AUB U PalqILX® 10 Paidod 'paanpoidas 'pasn g ol I SI Jou 'UoNEZILEBI0 INOA O BPISING SUOAUER 01 UMOUS 34 0110U 11| 'NOIS SINOL AQ N0k 10} pauueid Buiag 198/0id & Gim uonaunuo uj asn [euosiad JNoA 10} S11| U] 03 UBIS SaUO( AQ BuiMEIP PaYSYANdUN ‘TelBLO Ue SI SIuL

NNVOOW 'Y “HON rOdd

¥IHLO SINVAT 43 S3VS JS——
. ) EIY WAONGY ININD .
° N 9228y IN"LI0¥13d ONIIINIONT []  ¥0T00SWdINAD []  YHOMLYYYOL03A [ | JAVISNIO v w3Noisaa
JNNIAY QHYMAOOM 9€9 siNod [] 40700 INVd [] A3ndns a3 [ vaozvoso =0 | INVED m SIANO 1

L3ENNN 133HS VAYO awa TAOHEdY GHOTONYT QeERTTIOEE] S 6vEL6T #8or

{07 =21 1 TTVOS
M3IA NOILO3S SSO¥D

S.0373LIHM00L Y XeNemMod 39 “v)

JHIM 3OVLIOA MOT HO4 HLONIT dIHM NIN SL
“TIYM 3QISNI ONOAIE 8NLS b -.2/b HLIM TIYM HONOYHL LINANOD Ao "¢l

3002 1v001

MOT104 OL ¥3TTVLSNI ‘SYITIVLSNI AG 3LO3INNOD 38 0L 01410313 'X08 A1ddNS
Y¥3IMOd FHL 40 9 NIHLIM G31¥007T SI 014 L0313 AYVININA 51 ‘HLONITdIHM ‘NIN 142 "2}
(43113740 N¥NLIY OL AILNNOW ¥3LLITNO AIHINDIY 4I) HOLIMS 31990L "I
XO08 A1ddNS ¥3IMOd 3LOWTY 40 3AISNI ATddNS ¥3IMOd 037 "0}

3000 Y201 MOTIO4 OL ¥3TIVLSNI (ISIMYIHLO GILON SSTINA ¥ILLIT 40 I1AAIN NI)
X08 A1ddNS ¥3MOd OL LINANOD 318IX3 14 HLIM ¥31dN09 .Z/L / 3TOH WOIILOTT13 .8/L 6
(ATNO SNOILYOIddY HOI¥3LX3) NOLLOE 1V ¥OVE NI STTOH d33M VIA .#/h '8
SNOILIGNOD @734 LINS OL 3¥YMAYVH ONILNNOW  *L

ELTEN]

OL LNN/43HSYM ANY SANLS HLIM 30V4 40 ¥OvE OL NILSV4 ATIVNOILIAAY / ¥3L3NIE3d
31YNOEHYIAT0d ONNOYY 3dV.L 8HA HLIM 3OV4 JAISNI OL A3HOVLLY AdVLI04 / MOVHL-Z 9
30V4 WOd4 NOISNYLOY u¥/) | AdOD NYHL HSNd OITAOY ALIHM MOIHL .Z/L G
,mv_o<mzw._.._.m._o._.n_mn_._mz,n__m._.w232_23._<mn=>>_.\mx.v_I._.._owo.w:oaz_._.zoo.v
m

| — SdI¥LS NdNL3Y OL A3A73IM SMOvVE WNNIWNTY 080°
}-d S30v4 WANIWNTV .S 2
-d I-d 30V4 WNNINNTY OL 3AT13IM HOLILS SNINLIY WANIANTY .€ X .€90° '}

:S3HSINI4 / S¥0T02 SNOILLYJI4I03dS

W0k =11 3VOS
M3IA LNOY4

< o ‘5‘ @
€ B9
it
60°€l :IOV.LOO04 FHVNOS

(1 £4D) NO3N XNV NYHL HSNd HLIM 331137 MOV14 - S¥3L137 1TINNVHO 3SYIATY NOIN XNVH .2 —.I_o

W0k =) 1 3V0S
M3IA 30IS

SIN 3OS

(V¥3L137).02
(0¥3L137) 85 02




01205 108X 10 9215 108X0 BUIB SB POOISIAPUN 8 0} 10U 318 PUE 198100 JO UONABOUOD SIUBI 0} PATESNI BIE SUOISUSWIP PUE SAZIS Iy ‘SN Sured PUE S[eotew a08pNs o Alligeduwoo BUIKIEA 0] aNp SOUDIeW 198X0 BO1URIEND 10ULED A PAIYIDATS BJUM ‘SINd BUIPNIOU! ‘S10/00 YoIeL AIOSO[o O) JOABBPUD
Jo uoissiused uanLM SsaIdke a1 NOIM 'AUBdWOS 8LA0 AUe Aq BUOp UBIS AU' U1 UBISEP SIL JO SIUBLUAIS 1UI[ES 3U) JO UBISSP SIYI J0 3SM “UOILSE) AUE U] PaNqILX® 10 Paidod 'paanpoidas ‘Pasn aq o1 I Si JoU 'UoNEZIUEBIO NOA JO BPISING BUOALIR 01 UMOUS 57 01 10U S| 1| NIS SINOL Aq oA 10} pauueid B

N9IS SINOC “ubis ay) Jo 20ud aseyaind ay) | %Gz 01 dn Jo 2INNIBHIOJ |IAID € Sa1IRD pue me| Aq uappIgio) sl 'NOIS SINOC
1991010l & Gum uoROUNIUOS Ul asn [Buossad ANOA 10} 513 -0U] 07 UBIS SBUOL AQ BUIMEIP PauSIiNdUN ‘[euIBC Ue $1 SIL

NNVOOW Y 49
“¥3HLO SINVA T 3 STTVS 4 JRST———
0 . awa WAONddY INIITD . .
o w 9cesy IN 1104130 ONIYZINIONS ] Y0100 SWAIN3MD [ MdOML¥y¥0103A [ | 3AVISNIFHO'Y -H3N0ISIa PaYs!jdwoody "UOISIA INOA
ANNIAY QHVMAOOM 269 sinod [ 40100 LNIVe [ Aanens a3 [ vaozvoso =0 | INVED m SIANO 1
L3ENNN 133HS VAYO awa TAOHEdY GHOTONYT QeERTTIOEE] SY 6¥ELBT #8or
SIN3TVOS .
W0k =2/ LIS M3IA LHOIN

T
44V .8-Z) NVHL ¥3MOT 39 LSNIW ONIYIM '}
‘S3LON

31V7d ONILNNOW WNNINNTY .b/1

(KINO SNOILYOITddY HOR3LX3) 430D FT0H NIVHQ .£80' M STIOH dIIM VI bk "L
'3000 OO MOTIOS OL Y3 TIVLSNI
/L HLIM TTVA HONOYHL LINANOD ISl "9k
X08 ATddnS ¥3M0d ‘S
HLONTT dIHM ‘NI ‘L3 8} 71
(dOL OL G3LNNOW ¥3L1FTNO G3HIND3Y 1)
X08 ATddNS ¥3MOd OL GILNNOW HOLIMS F1990L ‘€l
X08 ATddNS ¥IMOd JAISNI A1ddNS ¥3Mod a31 2
(3SIMY3HLO GILON SSFINN ¥3LL31 40 F1AAIN NI) XO8 A1ddNS MO
0L LINANOD FT8IX3 14 HLIM ¥31dN09 .2/} / 3T0H TYORILOT T3 8L “H
SNOLLIONOD 0T34 LINS OL u¥MQXYH ONLINNOW 0
£-d ¥3100 NOFHOLNOSI TIHS WY10 WANIMINTY .£90" 6
43/00 NYIHOVLSNI ONIHOVLLY
404 3LY1d ONILNNOW 40 dOL 0L G3ATIM SdITO FTONY NNNIANTY.2/L X .2/) '8
3did @2/} | OL G3QT3M 3L1d ONLINNOW WANIWNTY b7l °L
£-d G3INIVd 3did 8.2/) | 9
NOIS 40 ¥313WI3d JAISNI ONNOXY S,031 3dvL 3L 005 "¢
(LHOIN 1v 3LIHM ONY AV LY %0V18) £-d SMIHOS MNNSHILNNOD HLIM 3V 38NL WANINNTY GITIOY OL HOVLLY
| =.9:3TV08 OITAOY HOIN/Ava &+ [ OL SNNL3Y HONOYHL MIHOS "30V4 WANINNTY OL J3ATIM SNANLZY 121k b 7
IvL3a HSINI FLLYI HLIM £ 30V4 NV .52k 40 %08 OL GILNNOW ANLS DITAYOY LHOIN / AV 881" '€
MOTI3A 09072 Sd HOLYW OLdW 54 [ Sd FNva4 38NLIWNNINNTY . X .£ OL G3NT9 38 TIM 30V LNOYS
MM ¢ [ @340V ANV G3LNOY AOD HLIM 30V WANININTY .52 2
£-d 38NLWNNINNTY Q37108 W7 X ub )

“TT¥M 3ISNI ONOA3E anLs .}

W8
W0)

M

AL e

WL

:S3HSINI / S¥0109 ‘SNOLLYJIdI03dS

b =wlfl L 3TVOS b=/l L 1ITVOS
M3IA ON3 M3IA LNO¥S

W0l =20 L13V0S €d
M3IA NOILD3S SSO¥D

8k

W8/1 0L

yivy 14 87

W€ L

8'C :39V1004 I-VNDS
(1 /0) NOIS 3avg 111 39v4 4/a 1719

WL ‘H_I_ _I_H‘ WL




L1¥1 1 3216 133HS TYNIBINO
m 0 m

IVANLOMALS

a1

JEENG]

Spew 29 30U [j2ys Bumelp Si Woy SUSGENSQ B

3 Zouz.eNTy WOy voissIEd UM paseaidxa uaWesIBE [ENTRAUCT A1 Jo PG B

2q [less.
2 [p2ns1 0t 351

9222y IN ‘Li0d13a
AV IVMAOOM 9€9

dOVNOVd NOIS
6vc | 6c# YAVO

Sliclye

# 192704

NOIS SINOr

$Od QFAVaTId
10126 VD "0931d NVS
SZ¥ LS "AVYMaAvOEd M 1 0S

25l I-vse (619)
WOD" BULI2UIBUDDOUDIDADS MMM

ONIY3IINIONS
JONIFHYIAIY

TIvi3a dLvid

,
© | ©
®

|

AT13 ¥3d Jdld — |
| ®

,

H’,«\x

T
NSNAA0 ¥

Td WY WGLEO

VLA ¥d
WANALEV=

AL

W01

NIN %2 TV

VLI ¥ TV ()

1IV13dd NOILDINNOD

D NOILdO

AT2¥3d 39NL

/ vida
] VA AUV
~

S HSINIJ ONIG

(23110

Wy3d §0

ANIISYI=0

T
anis <z @)

N av

NOILVAZTI 1719 NOIS

GZ1T0XG ]

\u@: aNY TV

/

& NOILO

A313 ¥3d 38nL

R\ZE)

¥3d ALVIe

HSIN ON

TV 40 (2) //

NOISNIL¥INO
LON OQ ‘NILHOIL ANVH

IHLVIHS UL
19901 ALNA AVIH
T1990L4VNG "NIN B2/

Vi NOILJO

A2 M3 3anL

IvLaa
M3 AUVId

A0 SS31Ln |) PEAEDIPUI SINQUISEE 40 /GRUENb 21 1oy ‘Pa|IE3aR Yo 3L 03 AUD PUSXE AQIGE] 10 531

KGRI IE SPIOA 3315 §0 UDREIOW Ul SUOREINDIED [£n4oN35 BUIPUOE.1100 JojPUE SUEld 25243 40 50 {pa3si| WaID 2.3 A PUE P2yioads UOREDO| 3L 48 '(F5IM.2LA0 P




PLANNING AND Coleman A. Young Municipal Center Phone 313+224+1339

2 Woodward Avenue, Suite 808 www.detroitmi.gov
DEC'FEBW DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT Detroit, Michigan 48226

Marcell R. Todd Jr., Director
Detroit City Planning Commission
208 CAYMC

Detroit, MI 48226

May 15, 2025
Dear Director Todd:

Following is the Planning and Development Department’s (PDD) review of the proposed internally
illuminated, wall sign and projecting sign located on the west elevation of 636 Woodward Avenue. (BSEED
Permit numbers SGN2025-00118 and SGN2025-00119). This property is within the Detroit Financial
Center Historic District and the applicant obtained a Certificate of Appropriateness on 4/9/2025
(Application Number HDC2025-00228) from the Historic District Commission (HDC). The total frontage
of the building is 100’ on the west elevation, with a tenant frontage of 52°. As the property is zoned PCA
(Public Center Adjacent), this review is required per Sec. 50-11-96.

Criterion 2: Scale, form, massing and density should be appropriate to the nature of the project and
relate well to surrounding development; 4 13 square foot (2°-5/8” X 6°’-4 3/8”) illuminated wall sign is
proposed and the site plan indicates faux neon, reverse channel letters which will blend with the
existing building color (black). The proposed illuminated, wall sign and projecting sign are the national
logo for Cava restaurants and are of the appropriate scale and color for the building. Images dating
back to 2008 indicated that there were as many as three tenant signs within the same 52’ of building
frontage. The 52’ tenant frontage will now have one wall sign and one projecting sign and the amount of
signage appears to be less excessive. There should be minimal impact on the massing and a reduction
in density of signage.

Criterion 11: Signage and graphics should be tastefully designed to be visually appealing and in
character with surrounding development; they should provide needed information, direction and
orientation in a clear and concise manner; The 2.8 square foot (1°8” X 2°) projecting sign coordinates
with the proposed wall sign national logo and provides an accent color (vellow) that provides visibility
to both pedestrians and vehicular traffic. The proposed wall sign and projecting sign won 't diminish the
architectural details of the building.

The PDD supports the requested installation of the proposed illuminated wall sign and projecting sign
located at 636 Woodward Ave. We conclude that the proposed wall sign and projecting sign will not
significantly negatively impact the character of the surrounding downtown area adjacent to the Public
Center. The signs must of course meet all Federal, State, and City regulations.

Respectfully Submitted,
Gregory Moots

Lead Planner-Design and Developer Innovation
Planning and Development Department



CC:  Karen Gage
Russell Baltimore
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