
       
 
        
 
 

March 27, 2024 
 
Detroit City Council 
1340 Coleman A. Young  
Municipal Center 
Detroit, Michigan 48226 
 
Re: Amendment of Chapter 47 of the 2019 Detroit City Code, Transportation for Hire, Article 

VIII, Streetcar System, to comport with state law. 
 
Honorable City Council: 
 
 The Law Department has prepared an ordinance proposed by Councilmember Coleman A. 
Young II. This ordinance would amend Chapter 47 of the 2019 Detroit City Code, Transportation 
for Hire, Article VIII, Streetcar System, by: 

1. Repealing Division 1, Generally, Section 47-8-2, Enforcement, and Section 47-8-2, Use 
restrictions; exclusion, and also repealing Division 2, Unlawful conduct on or near the 
streetcar system, Section 47-8-11, Obstructing streetcars, Section 47-8-12, Unauthorized 
access to streetcar system, Section 47-8-13, Boarding streetcar without payment of legal 
fare, Section 47-8-14, Misuse of streetcar kiosks, or of ticket vending or ticket validating 
equipment, Section 47-8-15, Use of streetcar system for non-transit purposes, Section 47-
8-16, Impeding or hindering employees of the streetcar system, Section 47-8-17, Unlawful 
to obstruct rail tracks or property of the streetcar system, Section 47-8-18, Skateboards, 
in-line skates, roller-skates, bicycles, or similar, Section 47-8-19, Equipment use, Section 
47-8-20, Activation of the emergency stop device except in an emergency, Section 47-8-21, 
Streetcar doors; interference with proper operations, Section 47-8-22, Order to leave 
streetcar or streetcar system facilities, Section 47-8-23, Failure to vacate elderly and 
disabled priority seating, Section 47-8-24, Smoking and spitting prohibited, 47-8-25, 
Drinking and eating; exception, Section 47-8-26, Playing of radios or other electronic 
devices on streetcar system prohibited; exception; playing of musical instruments 
prohibited; excessive or unnecessary noise prohibited, Section 47-8-27, Animals 
prohibited; exception for service animal, Section 47-8-28, Shopping carts prohibited, 
Section 47-8-29, Oversize packages prohibited, and Section 47-8-30, Disposal of solid 
waste and deposit of bodily discharge prohibited; Section 47-8-31, Advertising, Section 
47-8-32, Building construction and improvement, and Section 47-8-33, No fireworks or 
unauthorized firearms, and repealing the entirety of Division 3, Parking and driving near 
streetcar system, comprised of Section 47-8-51, Blocking the streetcar system rail tracks, 
Section 47-8-52, Driving on streetcar rail tracks, and Section 47-8-53, Impeding a transit 
vehicle; towing; 



2. Amending Division 1, Generally, Section 47-8-1, Definitions; 
3. Restating and renumbering, Division 1, Generally, Section 47-8-2, Use restrictions; 

exclusions; Article Division 2, Unlawful conduct on or near the streetcar system, Section 
47-8-14, Equipment use, Section 47-8-15, Activation of the emergency stop device except 
in an emergency, Section 47-8-20, No fireworks or unauthorized firearms,  Section 47-8-
26 Playing of radios or other electronic devices on streetcar system prohibited; exception; 
playing of musical instruments prohibited; excessive or unnecessary noise prohibited, , 
Section 47-8-18, Advertising,  Section 47-8-31, Advertising, Section 47-8-19, Building 
construction and improvement, and Section 47-8-20, No fireworks or unauthorized 
firearms; 

4. Amending and renumbering Division 2, Unlawful conduct on or near the streetcar system, 
Section 47-8-11, Misuse of streetcar kiosks, or of ticket vending or ticket validating 
equipment, Section 47-8-13, Skateboards, in-line skates, roller skates, bicycles, or similar, 
Section 47-8-16, Streetcar doors; interference with proper operations; Section 47-8-17, 
Playing of radios or other electronic devices on streetcar system prohibited; exception 
playing of musical instruments prohibited; excessive or unnecessary noise prohibited; and  

5. Adding Division 2, Unlawful conduct on or near the streetcar system, Section 47-8-12, 
Vandalism of streetcar system;  
 

This comprehensive update to Chapter 47 brings the City Code into compliance with state law 
by repealing and amending the various sections and divisions detailed above to avoid conflict with 
state level preemption through the Motor Vehicle Code. 

We are available to answer any questions that you may have concerning this proposed 
ordinance.   
 

Respectfully submitted,  

Jordan D. Miller 
        Jordan Miller  
        Assistant Corporation Counsel 
        Municipal Section  
 
 
Enclosure 
cc:  Malik Washington, City Council Liaison 
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